
The American Library Association and the Soldier
FOR the past year and a half the

American Library Association
baa been hiding its tight under a

,u¿hel. It has been plodding steadily
Jong, performing a most important ser-

¡ce for our fighting men, modestly re¬

gaining from proclaiming its good
¡^3, quite content to let its work speak
f« itself. But it«» days Of sècîttéien are

,yerand the time has come wheri it must
sute out from behind its bookcases and
¡eeeive the plaudits of its grateful fel-
BW countrymen.
Tö he sure, we have all known in a

Igoé sort of way that the .American
sibrory Association was supplying read-
nf matter to our men in the service.
#e have seen the poster of the soldier
vith the huge pile of book9 in his arms

?;hich adorns the steps of the Public-
Library. Inspired by his smiling coun¬

tenance, wc have depleted our book-
¦èërres td add to his store. (And in this
¡jjftrtfcetion I take th« liberty of hoping
(Hit the philanthropic sou! who sent a

full set of "The Elsie Books" and "The
Young Mother's Guide" for the delecta¬
ron of our fighting men was not among
.our gentle readers.")
The fact that it is one of the seven

important civilian war work organiza¬
tions included in the United War Work
Campaign which begins to-morrow
aorning shows the importance attached
tt) its work by th© War Department,
Tirée and a half million dollar» ia the
¿mount for which the Library War Ser-
«iei ft striving. Maybe at first thought
tins «ectfls a great deal Of money to put
\M bWk?, but if you could realise the
¡AeEkalsble amcitmt of joy that it
till bring into the lives of the hoys vho
are serving with the colors on land and
¡a, that three and a half million would
tie c-tewabsfribed in just about three
nid a balf minutes.

A Bird's-Eye View of
Ma and War
AS a general birrl's-Cye view of the
nj this money is to be expended,
m is a statement of the work which
the Library War Service has accom-
bliahed tip to October 1. It has estab¬
lished forty-three libraries of 30,000 Vol¬
umes in the larger training camps, 300
in the smaller camps and army posts,
118 in naval and marine stations, 350
branches overseas, 1,547 branch libraries
and stations have been established in thé
huts, canteens, clnbfooms and bestes«
bouses, 406 vessels and naval stations
have libraries, and there is a deck li-

brftry on every transport; 3,011,510 3ec-
ond-hand volumes have been collected and
placed in circulation; nearly 6,000,000
new volume shave been purchased, more
than 5,000,000 copies of periodicals have
been distributed to our men in the ser¬
vice, and there is a library service in
charge of a trained librarian in every
military hospital;

Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick, in a letter
to the officers of the American Library
Association, writes:

'Just back from France, 1 want to
oppress my keen appreciation of what
thé American Library Association is do¬
ing for our troops abroad. I found your
books everywhere, from seaport bases to
front-line trenches. I found them in
hospitals and dressing stations, in scat¬
tered villages in the training area where
our men are billeted, and in remote partsof France where our -.forestry units are
carrying on their lonely work."

Books as ail Antidote
For "Going Nuts!"

Lieutenant Dorr, the son oí Rhéta
Childe Dorr, who has just been invalided
home, tells of an experience which he
had pitting cramped up all day in a dug¬
out with five or six companions waiting
for the darkness to come on so that
they "could get another crack at thi
Boches." They had nothing to read but
an old magaarine, which they divided anc1
devoured, advertisements and all.
"Going nuts," says Lieutenant Doit

"i'j one of the few things that the Boys
in the trenches dread, and nobody bad
home can evc?r rcrili?.c\what books meat
in relieving the menial and nervous ten
sión of the trenches when the men art
relieved and come out. After days o
action any sort of book is a big menta
antidote in forgetting the hOffers' tliä
they have seen and gone through. Th»
men who 'go nuts' are those who can'
get their minds of!' of it. Can vom ¡mag
ihe hotv much good a rattling advcritùr
story would do them'."'

It's the same story with the men ii
the navy. The crew of the submarin
destroyer hail with childish delight th
instalment of the little library of flit,
books which is placed ofi shelves riéàtl;
fitted under the berths and which the
can exchange at any port where th
Library War Service has n station.
A Fine Type of Camp
Library ai Pelham Bay
Many of the camps have new librar

buildings in charge Of a trained libri

\7S* ÖTtibune
I^Tustihttr ??

; Sin the World oF Women
Han, where the men car. read or studyin quiet surroundings, which is impos¬sible in the huts, where the phonographis nèvëf silent. Pelham Bay has such
a library, with rows and rows of book-
shelves'j a big brick fireplace and com¬
fortable Windsor chairs rilled from 9 in
the morning until '"taps" sound at nightwith, men in blue sailor blouses.

''What sort of books do they read?"
I risked Miss Galloway, the librarian.
"Every sort," she replied, "but only

about 35 per cent are fiction. You would
tie surprised at thé books they ask for.
Poetry is extremely popular, and there
are ca41s for all sorts of technical book.".
Here are the requests which we had yes¬
terday," ,.nd she gave me an envelope
containing slips of paper on which the
men had written the titles of books that
were not on shelves but which they wished
to read. They included Riley's poems,Masefield's poems, a book on steàm-
fitting, a trigonometry, a Greek gram¬
mar, a book by }fenty,»"More of Zane
Gray's works" and a treatise on em¬
balming.
iNo Red T^tfe Binds the
Travels of These Books
To my mind one of the most admirable

points about the work of the Library
"A'ar Service is the absence of red tape.
Ir, for instance, a man in Camp Merritt
or Pclham Bay wants a book to cram
for an exám., he notifies the librarian;
she telephone; in to the "dispatch office'1
in New York, and in less than a day
the volume ¡s in the man's hand-.

A hiati in the service who is going
overseas can go into the Eagle Hut ii
Bryant. Park ami select from the shelve!
any books which he would like to reac
on the voyage. líe can return these a
(he Paris headquarters of the Librar?
War Service, or, if he prefer-, he car

pass them on to his comrades. So lent
as the books are kept in circulation thi
Library Association i.-, content.
Red Cross nurses, V. M. C. A. worker

or members of other war ; alief organiza

tiens going overseas are urged to carry
ai! the books that they eau for distribu¬
tion to the men dt the front. The
transports are supplied With libraries in
rather a nove! ».anner. There is al¬
ways at least one war worker, a Y. M.
C. A. map. a member of the Salvation
Army or of .some kindred organisation
on board, and he is given as many cases

Sick or well, Indoors or out, "(he bo\s" crave books

of books as the goVétnhient will allow
him to carry. These eases are fitted
with shelves on which the books are ar¬

ranged. They aro placed on the deck
of the transport, the covers unscrewed
and the men invited to help themselves.
On the last day of the voyage the man
in charge collects the volumes, screws
down the covers and the cases are ready
to l>e sent to the men in the trenches.
The American Lihrary Association

do?9 not pretend to supervise the read¬
ing of fh men whom it serves. It does
hot even attempt to improve their taste
¡ft literature, but it «ees that nothingbut clean, whole.-nme reading matter
finds a place on its shelves or in its
packing bOSeS. And yet the educational
work which is being fostered by the Li¬
brary War Service is ¡ncaiculable. Boys

whose college courses were interrupted
by their going into the service find time
in their leisure hours to carry on their
studies by means of the books which the
Library War Service provides ¡"or them.
Thousands of our men are Studying for¬
eign language?, French, Italian and
Spanish, and thousands of others who
gpeak English with difficulty are im¬
proving their knowledge with the help
of these books. Men who before they

entered the service were engaged in vari- I
cus trades keep up to date in thsir own
line of work by reading the latest tech¬
nical booK3 on the subject. And beside
all this hundreds of men who have never
read to any extent before, stimulated by
the example of their comrades, become
veritable Oliver Twists, with mental ap¬
petites that are never satisfisd.

So much for the service which the
American Library Association is render¬
ing our men who are still in active ser¬

vice, but what of those who have been
disabled by gas or wounds or shell
shock, and who are doomed to spend
their days in the long white wards of
the military and naval hospitals' One
need go no further than, the base hos-
pital in The Bronx for an "wer to
this question. The big, cheerful room
in the Red Cross house which is used

Miss Blanche Galloway,
Librarian at the Camp Nat.

Pclham Bay

as a library is crowded from morning
till night with men in all stages of con¬
valescence, from those who are wheeled
across the covered passage from the
ward by a white-robed nurse to those

who wandet' about from one bookcase to
another, apparently quite hale and
hearty.
A Mental Physician
WHh Books for Puls
Extraordinary eaie is taken in the se¬

lection of books for a hospital; there
must be nothing morbid or unwholesome
in these: neither must they ha doll.
A bright detective story or a love tale
with "they lived happily forever after *

ss the ending are the most desirable.
The responsibility of the hospital libra¬
rian is great. She act« as a kfni »Í
mental physician to the patients, A
man who has suffered a complets Îc-Si of
memory is given tlvilling detective «to-
rien or tales of adventure which Will
keep him interested and prevent his
brooding over the question of his lest
identity. A shell shock victim mutt
have less excitable tales, but the books
that he reads must Se amu.'iryp.
The service at th>» b«?e hospital doe*

not end with the men who »re able to
join the gathering in the bijr, aunny
library. Every diy Miss Jones, the
librarian, makes a i.our of the hospital
wards, pushing before her a little t»»t
wagon latlèn with hookf. This H *h*eledi
in between the bed* and the nick Malt
make their selections. Very few eo-
called "heavy" books are included
in the piles on that little wsgtm.
and poetry is considered th? propei*
foèhtal feed for these invalid«. Pitetl -

they begin to convalesce, i.-iwevsr, thci .

mind.- invariably crave something moi i

substantial and thsy an» put on a ¿ie
of history, philosophy rr any technics

." ey may be bttereahsd.
A wire hospital librarian can do a

\;i>t amount of good. She can often help
a man to readjust his entire manner of
living. There wa_« a ca.-.e of a man who
had lost, h Ire; and received a bad wound
in the lung at Chateau Thit-rrv. He haii
bfeen a contractor and builder, but his
injuries mad* rffumption of this type,
of work impossible, and lie vas very
low-spirited over hi"" future. The Uhr«
rian arousad his interest in the study or
" <<> ami before he. left the recon
struct inn hospital be had received an ap¬
pointment for th~ purchase of lumbev.
Can you see the part the Libraiy WarSe " i''" i-' destined to play in the grea'.

reconstruction p^ried i'ter our bey^cotn«'
home from across the Rhine? And hate.
I told you enough about the uses to
which that three and a half million dol
lar» are to be put to make you want tr>
add your mHe to help in the work tho
American Library Association is doing'.'If so, I »m content.

War, Science and Domestic Service
The Dignity of Dietetics

By ANNE LEWIS PIEBCE
¡iirtyrtnr. Tríbnyie Tnshitvfe

SOMF people cat for fun, some as a

Background for conversation, sem«
as a foreground for a smoke; Some

wi tó ürcT can go on, as we stoke a fnr-
a«; End cibera ,rkrver' their food as one
<sji»jl sunsetB and the odnr of flowers.
SI« eai anything that will not gtve
than indigestion and others cat what
titty know will
There is the High Table at King's Col¬

egí where there is always a feast of
fttsoo and a flow of soul along with the
fw| and drinJk.and there are family
*blel where all the sorrows and petty
.rntatimiB of the day and the shortcom-
»P of the family axe discussed; where
teriiapnious discussions and argument
¦*** it impossible for the digestiv«
jtüas to fknr !

S«*e Professional Aspects
. Houtekeeping
And r.9w comes "The Journal of the

UHHetfl Medical Association" with a

***!}. word on the dignity of dietetic«.
Ufctmds pvndeTOUa, doesn't it? It isn't.
Jl is one of the few authoritative tecb-
*.! journals extant that ha« enough
*rity *r.<J breadth to be Illuminatiög
. wé everyday person- ''The .lournal"
*«* editorial on "War-Time Difficulties
. Irrtttkal Dietetics" bas this to «ay
.wt the nc# rnorertien; ih bom« eeo-

Tn^th'; ¡ate of each emergencies it
5**VtB tae medical professien to 'Wel-
HR*fl encourage in this country a

¿l*^«* that is dWtinèd to bring help
y ttuBulug in meeting those problemsYftft1^**1 °* Üving. HOME $CÖ-LäS&I ÎÎA6 TOO LONG BEKN
TJUD ON* AS A r~AD. Rule of
r**0 »sthods are iio longer «ynony-g»*>ta household art*. Witness'the
C*?'w>th which substitutive uerealH
ist »v

D emP^oyed in cookery through¬
's» Vn5t*« States within the last
t-Vaonthi1, !''rom the Primary school«
Z¿* .COllc£e* for women our girl« are
j^g taught the dignity of home eco-
Zjjwtná the nnderlying science«. Our
^"«wii « »H too slow in realizing
sU^S h*wcr iofm* of theoretical
l^-^Rarioaal education actually are
ST** to wean, not only to the hos-
C15 institutional dietitian and to the
Hg* nurse, but also to the nation at
5^^Ut us dignify the art of

Ä *Wt|Pr*Ph oti«ht to settl« **?
j^T*s to the professional statu« of
^***P*ng. If your housekeeping is a

« « feutoi« one.
<*f your job.not because the

,-. «---i». «1 ju\ir uuu«ciNcepui|( in ¿1

J*****lt, with no content of "why

JM«»u
|2j * tt» hav« been able to forgetU^«aon on «'What it feel« Ilk« to
j» W our rejyukr job after r«a4-
\mm *»r mm," or to banish frwn

*«*ion hi» picture of the fool-

isfc, be-rafflcd, be-slippered, old-woman¬
ish man playing tiddlywinks in a rocking-
chair.
Housekeeping isn't tiddlywnxka by any

manner of mean's even in peace. Mar
ketín^ brings yon in touch with the real
eeonormc problems of the day, and sym-
pathetie but intelligent dealing with your
retailer means better food for less money
and a real contribution to the solving of
our desperate problem of food distribu¬
tion.
The servant problem has its root deep

fn Bolahevüásm, and is a part of the
'woman in industry" problem and the
Whole readjustment of our attitude tow¬
ard "domestic service." Endowing die¬
tetics with dignity will attract a very dif¬
férent class of women to domestic ser¬
vice» Bee the servant problem big, in re
latáon to the whole, or you can have
neither the patience nor the wisdom to
cope with it at all.
And the food itself. The oldtime dreary

round of three meals a day and dish¬
washing now means, if one raises one's
eye« above the dishpan, a vision of starv¬
ing children to be fed all over Europe
and also throughout one's own stale and
in one's own city. In the home it means
«j'jooaing food that insures energy and
efficient living for the grown-ups and
building strong, vital bodies for out chil¬
dren, bodies in which their minds and
spirits can live happily and serve others,
unfettered by a nagging physical en¬

vironment. Building children's bodies
aright is the carrying on of woman's
mest highly specialized job. All these
big possibilities are in the market basket.
along with the milk and butter, spinach
and cheese, if we have the insight to see
them.

A N*w View of an

Old Job
Under war pressure we are getting an

active consciousness of what these things
mean. We are having it brought home
to us by seeing that our nation-wide
thrift, not sacrifice, can feed whole na¬
tions, and we realize what spendthrift?
we hav* been. The lessons of war car¬
ried out Into times of peace, when the
abnormal demands no longer need to be
met, would make some of the desert
places in our cities blossom like the rose.
It fc-ill mean much if we can only keep
this feeling of responsibility when the
war is over, this larger sebee Of profes¬
sional, civic housekeeping, and not
"«lump" back into our old narrow ruts.
seeing only our own isolated brick of ser¬

vice, with no vision of the groat Structure
into which it fite.

With the coming, of -the vote women
will ha*« a chance to "dignify the art of
dietetics" to the point of aesumlng re¬

sponsibility for every hungry, under¬
nourished child in the community. We in

spcct the building
every building tau
we be less careful

materials that go into
goes up: why should
of the building mate-

rials of the bodies of little men and
women in ¡be making.their food?
We owe a dein to "The Journal of the

American Medical Association" for put¬
ting the proper emphasis on this branch
of woman's work --"Feeding the family"

Shall the Hands That Murder
Childhood Make Our Toys?

By JOSEPHINE BENNETT SCOTT

THE world stops to smile at the
perfect trust of the French child
in our American soldier and sail¬
or. Their complete understand¬

ing seems not in the least affected by
their not speaking the same language.
both knowing the language of love.
When we were so rudely awakened

from "our deep dream of peace" our
greatest shock came from the German in¬
vaders' treatment of children. Introduc-

ing kindergartens and quoting bits of
Frôebel, we had pictured Germany as the
nation that most appreciated and gave
thô greatest care to childhood. After
the first drive we knew that, while they
began with the child in order to build the
kind of men they needed for "Der Tag,"
they were also learning that the most
effectual way to annihilate a people is by
breaking or exterminating the children.
Just what training in cruelty has

been given their soldiers is not known.
About the end of eh« nineteenth century
Ploaser wrote that for years it had been

harder for a foreigner to visit their pub¬
lic schools than their Reichstag.
An American sailor, looking about

eighteen, who had stayed in a port "over
there" for some weeks, was asked what
had impressed him most, instantly the
boy froze into the fighting man and
snapped out, "The children."
He gradually thawed and told of brave

little fellows who are trying to take care
of themselves with what is given them by
American sailors. He melted so entirely

that tears were not far off when he told
of one little curly-haired boy. "That lit¬
tle kid," he said "w'as only nine years old.
but he talked like an old man. He had
lost his father and mother in the first
German drive, but would never talk about
them. Our crew caught him a sailor 6üit
and he was just about, the proudest kid
you ever saw when he went away with it
on. A few days later he came back with¬
out it. He had sold it for something to
eat. His appearance showed how hun¬
gry'Tie had Tieen. At first he wouldn't
eat with us, because he explained in his

too-old way we needed all the food we

had, but he would take the pennies we
gave and buy food in the village.
"Some of the boys saw him staring

down into the water so strangely.
While they were talking to him ha said,
'The water looks like a good place to rest !'
Oh! I'd have given all my pay to have
taken care of that little kid." Then the
boy sailor froze up again.
Germany has sent a consignment of

toys to the children of America. She also
has martyred thousands of helpless chil-

dren in the bombarded villages of Bel¬
gium and France. She has replaced the
wonder of childhood with nameless terror.
One American woman who went into
these villages to care for the children
says thatthev averaged between two and
four years of age and mo?t of them will
not know their own name« when older.
The hands that tore away these children's
natural protectors are the hands that
have made in past years the toys that
brought joy to the children of the world
everywhere.
Germany has murdered and tortured

childhood wherever it ha* s*ocd in her
path. Can we bear ;t that the same
hands should offer joy to our children?

Housekeeping at the Front
both in its literal and its broader sense,

at a time when so many ucT calls are

sounding alluringly in women's ears, and
some of the new fields eeem to offer hig¬
her, better jobs only because we have
done our special work in such an ama¬

teurish way in the past. Home economics
and dietetics.these can tax any woman's
ability to the utmost if she has any com¬

prehension of their possibilities.

Gently Bred Women a» General
Servant»

THOSE Cinderellas of women's v.ar

work, the girls, many of them
gently born and highly educated,

who have cheerfully slaved as general
servants since the war, in hospitals and
hostels, washing the dishes, scrubbing
the floors, sweeping and dust¡ng and
cooking the meals, have at last found a

champion. To drive the wounded in an

ambulance under fire is a thrilling ad¬
venture, nursing them in hospitals ap¬
peals to the ministering angel in woman,
but the daily round and common task of
the kitchen is a phase of war work very
necessary, but certainly lacking in the
picturesque or the spectacular.
Blessed Be
Drudgery
Yet many hundreds of English girls

and young married women of high social
rank are gladly rendering this: form of
service at the V. A. D. hospitals and
other nursing institutions at home and
in France, and arc quietly pursuing their
humdrum, war-time task of housemaid,
kitchen maid and "genera!" without the
decoration?, "mentions" and social fame
which come to other classes of war
workers.
The heroism of the girls of gentle

.rth and breeding who have deliberately
undertaken to work on the domestic staffs
has so impressed Miss Tennyson Jesse,
who has been studying the various as¬

pects of women's war service in France,
that she think» there should be a special
medal for giris who have worked as gen¬
eral servants during the war without.
as she puts it."a thrill of'romance to
support them."

"All the voluntary camps I have seen,
all the hostels, the rest stations, and
many hospitals, are staffed by voluntary
domestic help," says Miss Jesse in "The
Sword of Deborah." the book which con¬
tains her first-hand impressions of the
British Women's Army in France, "and
the giris they Avait upon, trie drivers and
secretaries and suchlike are eager in
recognition of them. But that eeems to
me about all the recognition they do get;
they get no 'snappy parts,' no photo¬
graphs in the picture papers, no sontrs
are sung of them, no reward is then* jn
the shape of medal or ribbon, nothing

but the sen-e c.ï a dish property cleaned
or rugs duly swept under." i

Miss Jesse instances the case of the
Hotel Bristol at Boulogne, the headquar¬
ters of the British Red Cross, where all
Red Cross people going on leave or ar¬
riving in France via Boulogne hate to
report. Practically all of them want a
meal and many of them a bed-

In addition, the permanent staff
amounts to nearly 1-50 people and the
bulk of the domestic work is done by
seventeen young Volunteer Aid Depart¬
ment girls. The average number ef
meals served is 2,500 a week.
The Spirit Behind
the Task
"Four or five giris act as waitresses in

the dining room, and three are always in
the pantry, which must never be ¡eft for
a moment during the day," she says; "so
it will be seen that the headquarters of
the Red Cross is a sort of hotel except
that nobody pays. There are French
servants to do the roughest work, but
the girls have plenty to do without that.
The house ttaff begins work at 7 o'cloek
in the morning:; at 7:"0 in the evening
they start to turn out the forty-two of¬
fice--, which they sweep and duet, every
day. They wash all the tea things ín&í.
the dinner thiri?i>) and (.lean ail the silver
and glass, they make beds and do all th1*
waiting. A pretty good list of occupa¬
tion .- it not, carried out on such a

huge scale?
"The girls are well looked after, for

it must not be forgotten that .->ome of
them are not more than eighteen and
their parents in England have a right to
demand that these children ¡-hould be at
oneé guarded and'cheered. >'o Red Cross
girl is allowed out after 9:30 o'clock in a
restaurant, an -: v r.e ever allowed to
dine out unaccompanied by another girl.
"The domestic staff at the Red Cross

Hotel for the îelatives of wounded at
R-. consists of cook, parlor maid and
'tweeny' with ore chauffeuse." {A"tweeny." by the way, ranks between a
housemaid and a parlor maid. There are
fine distinctions in rank In "service" in
England.] "They ha\e troubles of their
own, too, members of that staff. In the
big kitchen, where among the dishes onthe table a pink hyacinth bloomed, thefair-haired cook so busily working wasjust back from a leave in Engrtand that
was to have been a marriage leave, hadpot her fiancé been killed the day befoithe was to join her. Now she is amon¿:her pots and y>nr.i again, and «mUin?still, as 1 can testify. The 'tweeny,who also describes herself as a boot-bo*is a young war widow."

Drudgery is dignified as well a» blesse*when we do with our might whet ou<hand finds to do. Recognition of the fin«quality of ceaseless everyday servieshould bring finer folks to" it/ Anothelesson perhaps to wring {rom our yrastruggles..British Bureau of I
t ¡OH,


